
Introduced by the Council Member Shad: 

ORDINANCE 2007-900
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE BLUE RIBBON COMMISSION ON CEMETERIES (COMMISSION), TO CONDUCT PUBLIC MEETINGS AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF JACKSONVILLE COMMUNITY COUNCIL, INC. (JCCI) AT 2434 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD IN ST. NICHOLAS, SO LONG AS ALL SUCH MEETINGS ARE PROPERLY NOTICED, AND THAT THERE IS COMPLIANCE WITH ALL OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF THE SUNSHINE LAW; WAIVING THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 602.1208(A)-(C), ORDINANCE CODE, REQUIRING PUBLIC MEETINGS BE CONDUCTED IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHWEREAS, Resolution 2004-1349-A established the Blue Ribbon Commission on Cemeteries (Commission); and

WHEREAS, after a period of dormancy, the Commission is now teaming with Jacksonville Community Council, Inc. (JCCI) to accomplish the purposes and goals set forth in Resolution 2004-1349-A; and

WHEREAS, JCCI has made its conference rooms and facilities available to the Commission, and has assured the Commission that all meeting rooms are of sufficient size and location as to be open and accessible to the public as is required by Section 286.011, Florida Statutes (the Sunshine Law); and

WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville’s Ethics Code at section 602.1208(a-c) requires public meetings to be conducted on premises owned or leased by the government; and
WHEREAS, given the central location of JCCI at 2434 Atlantic Boulevard in St. Nicholas, and the open and accessible facilities provided by JCCI, the Council finds that the JCCI should be designated as an approved location for meetings of the Commission; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

JCCI premises approved as a site for public meetings.  Notwithstanding anything in section 602.1208(a)-(c), Ordinance Code to the contrary, the Blue Ribbon Commission on Cemeteries (Commission), is hereby authorized to conduct public meetings at the headquarters of Jacksonville Community Council, Inc. (JCCI) at 2434 Atlantic Boulevard in St. Nicholas, so long as all such meetings are properly noticed and that there is compliance with all other requirements of the Sunshine Law.

Section 2.

Waiving the Requirement of Section 602.1208, Ordinance Code.    The provisions of this ordinance have the effect of and do waive the provisions of section 602.1208(a)-(c), Ordinance Code, which require public meetings to be held in public buildings.  The purpose of this waiver is to recognize the synergies between the Commission and JCCI, and to provide for better access to the public through free parking, all while recognizing that the JCCI facilities are open and accessible to the public.

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/  Steven E. Rohan_________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Steven E. Rohan 
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